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Camden County—Demographic and Enrollment Projections.  (4 Scenarios)

Four scenarios projecting future development in Camden County have been prepared.  Each scenario projects population, housing,
and school enrollment out to 2010 and 2020.  A summary of each development scenario is noted below.  

v Scenario 1:  Development Ceiling Based on North Carolina 2020 Population Projections.  Scenario 1 projects future
development based on the North Carolina State Data Center population projection for 2020, which indicates that the County’s
2020 population will be approximately 9,500 residents in 2020.  This population projection figure is used in the scenario to
constrain or limit growth during the 2004-2016 period to match the State’s 2020 projection.  

Since the 2020 population sets a ceiling for growth, Scenario 1 is the most conservative of the four scenarios.  It assumes that
growth will be fairly strong in the near term, but will gradually taper off as the year 2020 approaches. The Scenario 1 projects
an additional 504 housing units over the next 16 years, which is less than the 675 units that are proposed under the 14
subdivision plans currently under consideration (or approved) by the County.  

v Scenario 2: Linear Trend Extrapolation.  Scenario 2 uses a least square analysis to “fit a line” that extrapolates a future
growth trend based on the building permit data from 2000 through 2004.  This scenario assumes that the average number
of dwelling units constructed per year during the 2000 to 2004 period will continue out to the year 2020.  Based on building
permit data from the County, there has been—on average—163 new housing units per year in the County since 2000.

This scenario projects 6,200 units in 2020 or over 2,500 additional units over the study period.  The 675 units presently under
consideration would be absorbed before 2010.  

v Scenario 3: Annual Growth Rate Projection.  Scenario 3 projects the annual number of future residential units based on the
annual growth rate during the 2000 to 2004 period. During this time, the number of housing units in the County increased
an average of 5.5 percent per year.  Applying this growth rate to the 2004 estimate, the scenario assumes an additional 199
units in 2005.  This numerical figure of 199 units was applied to future years arrive at the annual development projections.
 



This scenario projects 6,811 units in 2020 or over 3,000 additional units over the study period.  The 675 units presently under
consideration would be absorbed in less than four years.  

v Scenario 4: Exponential Growth Rate Projection.  Scenario 4 assumes that the County’s annual housing growth rate for the
2000 to 2004 period will continue out to 2020, resulting in an exponential increase in development due to the compounding
annual growth rate.  Under this scenario, the number of housing units in the County will more than double to 8,030 units by
2020.   
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